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STLM Chief Whip, Cllr Dorah Nkadimeng, Nkangala District Speaker, Cllr Lucky Ndinisa, STLM Speaker, Cllr Andries Mabena, Nkangala District Mayor, Cllr Sarah Masilela,
STLM Acting Mayor, Johan Matshiane, STLM MMC for Infrastructure Development Services, Cllr Diphala Motsepe and Executive Director; Infrastructure and Technical
Services, Mr April Ntuli during the handover.
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To help speed up service
delivery, the Nkangala District
Municipality donated a tractor
loader, smooth roller and a grader
to the Steve Tshwete Local
Municipality.
Handing over these much
needed machinery to the Local
Municipality, the District
Executive Mayor, Cllr Thembi
Sarah Masilela said they chose
this Municipality because of
its proven track record when it
comes to service delivery.
“This Municipality requested
these items and we quickly
responded to their needs, because
we are of the opinion that these
equipment will help make service
delivery much easier and better.
“This Municipality maintains
their standard of service delivery,
but as a District we want to
emphasise that their work is done
properly and that is the reason

we jumped at their request,” she
for Infrastructure Development
said. The equipment is worth
Services, Cllr Diphala Motsepe
over R5 million and Cllr Masilela received the new equipement.
said they have no regrets because
“On behalf of the Steve
they know Steve Tshwete Local
Tshwete community we would
Municipality will make good use like to thank the District for this
of this equipment.
gesture, we promise that we
“We are still going to
will make good use of this
deliver to other Local
equipement. We had
Municipalities
a huge backlog in
“I would like to
within the District
terms of service
but we felt we
delivery
but these
urge and plead with
needed to start
items will help
our people to always look
here because
lessen the load,
of their good
because we will
after these items and report
service delivery
now be able to
any damage or misuse
record,” explained
service our roads
to us”
timeously.
the Executive
Mayor.
Keep in mind
The Acting
that our Municipality
Mayor of the day, Cllr Johan
is growing at a 4, 4%
Matshiane accompanied by
rate annually and this means that
Council Speaker, Cllr Andries
our communities are also forever
Mabena, Chief Whip, Cllr
growing and therefore look to us
Dorah Nkadimeng and MMC
for services and these will help

us look after our gravel roads,”
said the Acting Mayor,
Cllr Matshiane.
Also giving in appreciation
was MMC Motsepe, who said,
“We are happy to have a District
Municipality that services all
the Local Municipalities so that
we can in return be able
to service our communities
with ease.
“I want to make it clear that
the District came at a right time
when we were in need on these
items to serve our communities.
“Really, without the support
of the District we wouldn’t have
been able to buy such expensive
machinery.
“I would like to urge and
plead with our people to always
look after these items and report
any damage or misuse to us,
because these items are meant
to service them.”

NEWS

Executive Mayor, Cllr Bagudi Tolo with the top 10 matric achievers within the STLM jurisdiction.

Executive Mayor, Cllr Bagudi Tolo
has applauded the Class of 2018
for ﬂying the Steve Tshwete Local
Municipality ﬂag high.
This Municipality produced an
overwhelming 84, 3% pass rate, an
increase of 7% compared to the 2017’s
results of 77, 9%.
This increment has seen the
Municipality climbing the ladder
and ﬁnished on the third spot in the
Province.
In 2018, a total of 1 953 learners
within the Steve Tshwete Local
Municipality wrote the Matric ﬁnal
examination and 1 647 passed.
Other schools within the Steve
Tshwete Local Municipality attaining
a 100% pass rate and ﬁnishing within
the Provincial Top Ten are Hoerskool
Middelburg on position 4 and Hoerskool
Kanonkop on position 9.
A number of learners within this
Municipality performed outstandingly,
achieving distinctions in subjects
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such as Mathematics and Physical
Sciences.
Congratulating and honouring
these bright learners, the Executive
Mayor, Cllr Tolo said these learners
have done the Municipality proud
and therefore deserve all the support
they will need to further their studies
at tertiary institutions.
“It is our greatest pleasure for us
to be able to congratulate the top 10
students or the class of 2018, in our
Municipality.
“We want to say that they have
done us proud. We are proud of what
they have achieved.
“They have put our Municipality
on the map and we will walk tall
because we also have our own on the
list of top students in the country,”
said Cllr Tolo.
He also took some time to
encourage the learners and those
who are doing lower grades to also
consider doing subjects that would
enable them to ﬁnd work in the
Municipality.
“As a Municipality, we are
sometimes accused of not hiring
local people, and as the situation
stands now, all our top managers
are not born and bred in our locality
and it is not by design that this is the
situation but we seem not to attract
people with requisite skills within
our Municipality.
“And I listened to all of our
top students here, and no one of
them spoke of doing courses that
are relevant to working in our
Municipality.
“I would therefore, like to plead
with young learners to consider
doing Public Administration
amongst other subjects so that some
of them may come back and work in
our Municipality,” he continued.
Present during this celebration,
was the Council Speaker, Cllr
Andries Mabena, MMCs, Cllr
Cathrine Mkhuma, Cllr Johan
Matshiane and Cllr Motsepe,
Municipal Manger, Mr Bheki
Khenisa and Executive Director,
Mr April Ntuli and guests from the
department of education including
Middleburg Circuit manager,
Mr Tonga.

Council oﬃcially congratulated the
Matric class of 2018 during the ﬁrst
oﬃcial Council Sitting of the New Year.
The Council’s Ordinary meeting was
held at the Nazareth Community Hall, in
Middelburg. The last Council meeting was
held in Hendrina.
First on the Speaker’s list was the
Democratic Alliance’s Councillor,
Ernest Romijn.
“We are excited with the individual
results of Grade 12 learners in our
Municipality. The young Grade 12 girl
learner from Sozama High School is the
brightest star amongst many bright stars in
our area.
“Many high schools have produced
excellent results. Our heartiest
congratulations goes also to all dedicated
hard working teachers, not referring to
only Grade 12 teachers but from the
Grade R teacher right through the Primary
Schools and the High Schools.
“All of the best to our Grade 10 learners
entering the FET phase and Grade Ones
entering the foundation phase,” said Cllr
Ronin. Second on the Speaker’s list was
the ANC’s councillor Zondo who said,
“We would also like to congratulate the
Matric Class of 2018, the Minister of
Basic Education, Deputy Minister of
Basic Education, Departmental Oﬃcials,
teachers and principals.
“We would like to congratulate the
MEC of Education in the Province,
Mr Sibusiso Malaza for reaching the
79% mark.
We would like to congratulate all the
learners and schools that performed well,
more especially Sozama High School.
“We would like to call upon the Class of
2019 to work hard and do better and reach
the 80% mark.”
The Council Speaker, Cllr Andries
Mabena used this Ordinary sitting to
oﬃcially welcome and introduce two new

council members.
The two councillors, Cllr Vusi Malinga
(Ward 25) representing the African
National Congress (ANC) and Cllr
Thomas Van Zyl (PR Cllr) representing
the Democratic Alliance (DA), were asked
to stand up so the members of the public
and media could see and know them.

The ﬁrst Citizen of Steve Tshwete Local
Municipality, the Executive Mayor,
Cllr Bagudi Tolo has urged all eligible
citizens within this Municipality to
participate in the upcoming National and
Provincial elections.
The Executive Mayor, made this plea
shortly after he had registered his personal
details with the IEC, making him eligible
to vote in the upcoming elections.
He said even though he was happy with
the overall turn-out of people registering
to vote, but was equally concerned that
a large number of people, especially the
youth are not taking and showing interest
in participating in the elections.

“I visited a number of IEC stations to
see for myself if people were heeding the
call and I must say that I was happy with
the numbers I have seen.
It shows that our democracy is maturing
by the day. I am concerned though, by
the number of young people who haven’t
registered as yet.
I hope that they will use the window
period to register and not only that but
actually go and vote during the proposed
date,” said Executive Mayor, Cllr Tolo.
The State President, Cyril Ramaphosa
has announced during his State of the
Nations Address that the elections will be
held on May 08, 2019.

During this Sitting, the following reports
were tabled. Council approved and
considered them and they are:
• Council resolved to immediately stop the
spillage of raw sewer water from the Boskrans
Water Treatment Plant in the Klein Olifants
River.
• Council resolved that a report be submitted
regarding the discrepancies in terms of the
information on the LV Highmast Low Income
Areas Ward 24 (P1200137).
• Council resolved that the issuing of pre-paid
meters at Ward 08 Nasaret be prioritised.
• Council confirmed that the soccer facility next
to Ext 23, Mhluzi is not needed to render the
basic level of municipal services and will not be
required for the Municipality’s own use
during the period for which the right is to be
granted, and so the Accounting Officer be
authorised to lease the property as an
unsolicited bid.
• Council resolved to relax/waive the By-Laws
for payment to hang posters by the IEC and
political parties for the 2019 National and
Provincial Elections, including the January 2019
Registration Weekends.
• Council agreed in principle to the concept of
rendering car wash services to the Municipality
and that tenders be invited.

Executive Mayor, Cllr Bagudi Tolo checking his name in the IEC Voters Roll.
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Steve Tshwete Local Municipality’s communty members in full song during the prayer session.

Religious leaders from diﬀerent
churches within the Municipality used
this year’s annual Umkhuleko Gospel
event to pray for peaceful elections.
This is after the Executive Mayor,
Cllr Bagudi Tolo made an appeal to the
religious leaders to dedicate and focus
their prayers and meditations to this
year’s upcoming general elections.
The elections will be held on May
08, 2019, as announced by the State
President, Cyril Ramaphosa during
his State of the Nation Address in
February 2019.
“I want to make an appeal to
everyone here. We need to pray for the
upcoming elections, because there is
already a crisis here. There are about
39 000 people who haven’t registered
Executive Mayor, Cllr Bagudi Tolo, MPAC Chairperson, Cllr Robert Xaba, and Cllrs Mhlonishwa Masilela and
to vote and this cannot be right.
Vusi Malinga.
“Some of us take this issue very
lightly but let me remind you that there
are people who sacriﬁced their lives so
that we can enjoy this democratic right
to vote.
“We fought for this right because
it was previously reserved for whites
only.
“And so, today, I would like for
us to pray for these elections and for
our people to take them seriously,”
appealed the Executive Mayor.
“Today is not a day for speeches
but a day for prayer,” continued the
Executive Mayor, “There are two other
items that I would like us to pray for.
This Municipality is regarded as the
best in the country, because it works
for its people and is able to deliver
quality services.
Local Gospel artist, Lifa and band members.
“We are not saying there aren’t
problems because there are some here
and there but we try our best to solve
them and still oﬀer all our communities
better services. And so, I would like us
to pray that this Municipality continues
to work better for you.
“Secondly, our children’s future
is under threat because of drugs,
especially Nyaope.
“Our children all over are addicted
and hooked on this killer drug, and
that is why I am making this appeal
and calling on all of us to pray for
them (children). Let us keep in mind
that the children are the future of this
Municipality and therefore need our
prayers and guidance.”
The day was also blessed with
heavenly melodies by local artists such
as Vuyo the Poet, Xolani and Lifa.
Bongani rendering a poem.

Steve Tshwete Local Municipality

Xolani was
spiritualy
charged.

Pastor Chris praying during the prayer session.

Vuyo the poet.
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The Municipality hosted its annual Mayoral Fun Run and Marathon in
Hendrina, where scores of people, young and old came in numbers and
gladly participated. This fun filled day saw community members participating
in indigenous games such as Morabaraba and many other games.
The acting Mayor of the day, Cllr Johan Matshiane presided over the games
and later awarded prizes to participants and winners.
Cllr Matshiane urged the entire Steve Tshwete community to be part of
this annual Fun Day. He said dates and venues for this year’s event will be
communicated in due time.

Acting Executive Mayor, Cllr Johan Matshiane
handing over medals to participants.

Acting Executive Mayor, Cllr Johan Matshiane
handing over medals to participants.

Acting Executive Mayor, Cllr Johan Matshiane
handing over medals to participants.
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